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Abstract: The article considers the history of relations between Belarus
and Iraq in 1991-2014. Three main periods are identified: 1991-1995;
1995-2003; 2003-2014. Relations with Iraq reflect the main characteristics
of the Belarusian foreign policy: strong dependence on Russia; careful and
cautious approach in spite of the dictatorship image; inclination to different
corruptive schemes; using foreign policy in promoting the “conspiracy
rhetoric” in the domestic ideology.
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AZHOCIHBI TAMIXK POCITYBAIKA1 BEAAPYCH
1 POCITYBAIKAI IPAK Y 1991-2014 TAZIAX

AHamaywisa: Y apThiKysie pasrie/»KaHa ricTopblsd agHociHay naMix be-
jgapyccto i Ipakam y 1991-2014 ragax. BeuiydaHbl Tpbl nepbisigbl: 1991-
1995; 1995-2003; 2003-2014 ragbl. AxHoCiHBI 3 [pakaM afJ1l0cTpoOyBaOIb
ACHOYHBISI PBICHI OeslapycKai 3HELIHSIW NaJliThIKi: MOIjHAs 3a/1eXXHacb a/f
Pacii; pymiiBbI i acusipoKHbI MaAbIX0/, HAIVIEA3s79bl HA BOOpa3 JIbIKTATY-
Pbl; CXiJIbHACIIb Aa PO3HbIX KAPYMIbIHHBIX CXEM; BbIKApPbICTAHHE 3HELIHSN
naJiTelKi § mpacoyBaHHI “KaHcmipasariyHail peITOPBIKI” Ba YHyTpaHai
iA3aJsiorii.

Katouaswis caoewl: Ipak, Besapyce, 6esapycka-ipakckist agHociubl, C. Xy-
CelH, ipaKkcKi KpbI3ic, LIMaTBeKTapHasi 3HEIHSIS NaliThIKa.
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In spite of their secondary significance in the Belarusian foreign policy,
Belarus-Iraq relations are quite interesting from the point of view of
understanding the strong and weak sides of Belarusian diplomacy, as well as
some specific peculiarities of the country’s foreign policy.

Generally, the history of Belarus-Iraq relations in 1991-2014 can be
divided into 3 periods.

The first period (1991-1995) is characterised by a virtual absence of any
contacts between the two countries due to the maturation of the Belarusian
diplomacy during the first year of independence, as well as due to the sanctions
imposed on Iraq according to the Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter.

The diplomatic relations between Iraq and Belarus were established in
1992 through the Iraqi Embassy in Moscow. It should be considered that
the two countries had had mutual contacts during the Soviet times and Iraq
which had fallen under the international sanctions was particularly interested
in establishing contacts with the new post-Soviet states. The Belarusian
government which suffered from lack of resources and was partly pro-Russian,
partly pro-Western (especially, pro-American) oriented, did not consider
S. Hussein’s Iraq as a prospective partner. Moreover, according to K. Kamyshey,
the most important recognitions of Belarus as an independent state occurred
in 1991 (at the end of 1991, 54 states recognised Belarus and 2 of them
established diplomatic relations with the country). In spite of the desire to
establish and promote mutual contacts with different countriesin the firstyears
of its independence, Belarus was very cautious about the contacts with Iraq.
Officially, the Belarusian legislative document concerning the establishment of
diplomatic relations with Iraq was issued only in 1996. Only on June 24, 1997
the Iragi Ambassador to Russia (with concurrent accreditation to Belarus)
submitted his credentials to the President A. LukaSenka. In 1991-1994, the
Belarusian governmentin its policy towards the Middle Eastinclined to develop
the relations with such countries as Kuwait, the UAE, Egypt, etc., rather than
with Iraq. Nevertheless, the Middle East in general was not considered among
the main directions of the foreign policy of Belarus.

The second period encompasses the years 1995-2003 and can be
characterised as a period of the maximum cooperation between Iraq
and Belarus. Nevertheless, this cooperation was very specific and vividly
reflected the nature of the political regimes of the both countries. First of all,
in spite of numerous rumors and publications in mass-media, the Belarusian
authorities were very careful and cautious about the imposed restrictions
on Iraq and generally followed them. Only few examples can be mentioned
which cast no more than a shadow of doubt on the Belarusian activities
in Iraq. The Belarusian government actively participated in the Oil-for-
Food-Program. The Program itself was allegedly corruptive and numerous
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scandals are associated with it. Belarus was not able to avoid a scandal which
was connected with unreasonably close relations between the S. Hussein’s
regime and the Liberal-Democratic Party of Belarus. It is worthy to say
that the similar contacts were established between the Iraqi government
and the Liberal-Democratic party of Russia (headed by V. Zhirinovsky). A
lot of experts believe that Belarus followed the “non-transparent schemes”
developed in Russia. In any case, the measures of possible abuse of the Oil-
for-Food-Program by Belarus are incomparable with the scandals associated
with this program and some other participating countries. Moreover, the
thorough analysis of the Belarusian relations with other countries affected
by international sanctions reveals that the official Minsk has never dared to
challenge the policy and vital interests of the world’s leading states, including
the USA, China and Russia.

In spite of the limited number of Belarusian embassies abroad in the late
1990s - early 2000s, a separate Embassy to Iraqg was opened in Baghdad in 2000.
At the end of this year, the [raqi Embassy to Belarus started its work in Minsk.

It is necessary to emphasise that in spite of numerous contacts with
different Arab countries in 1995-2003, only two of them - Syria and Iraq -
can be recognised as more or less full-fledged partners of Belarus.

The “non-transparent schemes” in relations with Iraq are more interesting
from the point of view of the internal political situation in Belarus, especially
in relation to the President’s budget. There is no accountability regarding
this budget and the origin of its money is not clear. Close-to-state companies
were established for cooperation with Iraq in the frames of the Oil-for-Food-
Program, their financial activities remain non-transparent till nowadays.
Belarus initiated a project for oil extraction in Iraq. No details are available
for public but the similar unsuccessful projects in Iran and Venezuela, which
appeared to be a form of corruption, prove that the perspectives of oil
extraction in Iraq by Belarus were very vague.

The third period started in 2003 with the multinational forces invasion
into Iraqg. According to some evaluations, because of the fall of the S. Hussein’s
regime, Belarus lost about 2 billion US dollars while the Iraqi assessment
in Belarus did not exceed 1 million US dollar. Some very influential people
in the Belarusian establishments lost their money in Iraq and this fact
explains why the post-Saddam period in the Belarus-Iraq relations can be
characterised as the period of distrust by the Belarusian government to the
new Iraqi authorities.

After the formation of the new Iraqi government, it made all possible
efforts to maintain contacts with Belarus but the Belarusian government
almost officially declared Iraq to be a puppet state of the USA and rejected
most of the Iraqi proposals.
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As it has been mentioned and according to the above mentioned data, the
Belarus-Iraq relations clearly emphasised the peculiarities of the Belarusian
diplomacy.

Firstly, itis a strong dependence on Russia. For example, the two recent visits
of the Belarusian Foreign Minister U. Makiej to Iraq (August and September;
2014) were initiated by Russia and pursued mainly the Russian interests.

Secondly, it is a careful and cautious approach in the Belarusian foreign
policy. In spite of an image of the “last dictatorship in Europe” and periodically
appearing anti-Western rhetoric, Belarus avoids challenging the essential
interests of powerful states.

Thirdly, the Belarusian government evidently inclines to different
corruptive schemes based mainly on personal relations which often
contradict the national interests.

Fourthly, Iraq represents an important example for the Belarusian
ideology, which in a great degree is based on the “conspiracy rhetoric”. In this
context, Iraq has been occasionally mentioned in A. Lukasenka’s speeches as
a vivid demonstration of the advantages of the Belarusian stability. Since the
Arab spring of 2011 and especially the war in Ukraine, Iraq has stopped to
play its role in the Belarusian ideology.

Pasgzea 2. [TaaiTBIYHBIA iHCTBITYTHI, 3HEUIHAA MAAITHIKA,
A3sIpKayHasd MaAiThIKa



