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Discussion 

“The Russian Revolution of 1917 and the experience of communism for Central and Eastern 

Europe” 

Participants: Felix Ackermann, Thomas Bohn, Uladzimir Mackievič.  

Moderator:  Aliaksiej Lastoŭski  
 

The communist revolution, which took place 100 years ago, significantly changed the whole 

region of Eastern and Central Europe during the 20th century. Despite the collapse of the 

communist system, its political and cultural implications still have not been overcome. The 

discussion will focus on the following problems: What do the experience and legacy of 

communism mean for Central and Eastern Europe? How do they continue to influence the 

cultural and political development of the region? What challenges do the communist experience 

and heritage pose for the countries of Central and Eastern Europe? 

What conceptual schemes should we use for describing communism? Is the theory of 

totalitarianism applicable to the history of communism? Was communism imposed on Eastern 

Europe as an external idea and or it can be viewed as the result of internal development? Can we 

compare (and equalise) communism and Nazism? 
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Felix Ackermann is a German historian and author of the monograph “Palimpsest Grodno. 

Nationalisierung, Nivellierung und Sowjetisierung einer mitteleuropäischen Stadt 1919–1991” 

(2010). In 2011-2016 he headed the Center for German Studies at the European Humanities 

University in Vilnius. Since 2016 he has been working at the German Historical Institute in 

Warsaw. 

Thomas Bohn is a German historian and author of the monograph “Minsk – Musterstadt des 

Sozialismus. Stadtplanung und Urbanisierung in der Sowjetunion nach 1945” (2008, in 

Belarusian translation 2016). He is a professor at the Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen and editor 

of a series of books dedicated to the history of Belarus. Currently he is working in a research 

project on the Białowieża Forest. 
Aliaksiej Lastoŭski is a Belarusian sociologist and researcher at the Institute ‘Political Sphere’, 
one of the organizers of the International Congress of Belarusian Studies. He is also an associate 

professor of Polack State University and head of the Department of History of the Belarusian 

Collegium. 

Uladzimir Mackievič is a Belarusian methodologist and philosopher, founder and head of the 

Agency for Humanitarian Technologies, founder of the Flying University project. 
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Commentators: 
Valer Bulhakaŭ – Belarusian philosopher, main editor of ARCHE magazine 

Piotr Rudkoŭski - Belarusian philosopher, academic director of Belarusian Institute for 

Strategical Studies 

Agnieszka Romaszewska-Guzy – director of Belsat TV Channel 

Elżbieta Smułkowa – philologist in Slavic and Belarusian studies, first ambassador or Republic 

of Poland in Belarus (1992-1995) 

 


